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GNO Ref. . No.:  7371

CALL FOR PROPOSALS FOR THE GREEK NATIONAL OPERA’S INITIATIVE
 

“GNO Alternative Stage Dance Festival”
To be held in June 2027

	As part of its artistic mission to support contemporary Greek creativity and foster active exchange with the international arts scene, the Greek National Opera’s Alternative Stage dedicates part of its artistic programme to showcasing new voices in contemporary dance through a festival featuring new productions.

	The initiative aims to support contemporary artistic creation and provide emerging choreographers and creatives with a comprehensive framework for the artistic research, development, production and presentation of their work. At the same time, it seeks to contribute to the development of future repertoire through the creation of new, original works of contemporary dance lasting 30 or 50 minutes. 

	The festival will be accompanied by parallel activities, such as seminars, workshops, screenings, lectures and discussions with invited artists from Greece and abroad. These activities will be aligned with the nature of the festival and will promote dialogue, artistic exchange and networking. The detailed programme of parallel activities will be announced in Autumn 2026.

	This open call is addressed to artists (choreographers) who are in the early stages of shaping their choreographic identity and who have new ideas, an interest in experimentation and diverse aesthetic starting points. Proposals must be original and must not have been presented to the public before. They may draw on different strands of contemporary dance, such as physical theatre, contemporary ballet, hip-hop and street dance, inclusive practices, hybrid or digital performances, and other forms, creating a vibrant mosaic of contemporary movement experience.

	Up to five (5) proposals will be selected for development as Greek National Opera Alternative Stage productions as part of the artistic programme for the 2026-2027 season.
	
	The final line-up of the programme will be determined by the Artistic Evaluation Committee on the basis of artistic merit, the coherence of the overall programme, and the specific features of each proposed production in terms of scale, budget and technical requirements. The budget allocation for each production will be determined by the Artistic Evaluation Committee in collaboration with the Alternative Stage production team, with the aim of ensuring optimal conditions for implementation and professional remuneration conditions for all contributors.



Financial framework, benefits, production 
	The budget for each production selected for presentation may amount to up to €25,000 plus VAT, depending on the number of contributors and dancers. This amount includes:
	— the fees of dancers (from solo to five-person ensemble)
	— fees of artistic contributors and creators 
	— the sets and costumes for the production.

	In addition, for new productions it includes:
	— a residency for artistic research and preparation of up to six (6) weeks at GNO premises for research and rehearsals
	— full access to the lighting and sound equipment of the Alternative Stage, subject to availability as determined by the relevant departments for that period
	— full technical support, including sound engineering, stage management, props, ushering and other services provided by GNO technical and artistic staff, in consultation with the relevant departments
	— access to the GNO scenery warehouses and costume department and, subject to any required permissions, the use or adaptation of existing materials and costumes, promoting sustainable artistic production practices
	— the possibility of constructing sets in the GNO construction workshop and costumes in the GNO costume department, subject to timely planning and approval of the relevant schedule, and to the submission of the necessary designs and technical specifications by the set and costume designers 
	— promotion and communications support for the performances by the Alternative Stage communications department
	— single-camera video recording of the performance
	— the possibility of professional filming and inclusion of the production on the GNO TV digital platform, contributing to its international visibility and to the creation of a high-quality digital archive, subject to a decision by the Artistic Director. 

	Each selected production will be presented for two (2) performances at the Alternative Stage. Technical preparation and rehearsals on stage, using the full technical equipment, may take place up to four (4) days before the first performance. Longer performances of 50 minutes will be presented as standalone works, while shorter performances of 30 minutes will be presented as double bills.


Creative team and pool of collaborators

	Choreographers have full artistic responsibility for shaping their creative team and are free to choose their collaborators, including composers, creative contributors and dancers, based on their proposal’s needs. To support the creative process, the Alternative Stage production team may, upon request, act as a liaison by recommending external collaborators to participants from the GNO’s broader network of creative professionals, such as composers, set designers, costume designers, dramaturgs or other specialists. Use of this option is voluntary and is not a condition for participation.

	Specifically:
	Collaboration with composers (optional): 
Where the production includes original music, choreographers may either work with composers of their choice or select external collaborators from the pool of artists working with the GNO. In cases involving a new musical composition, the music must be original and created specifically for the new production.
	Collaboration with other creative contributors (optional):
When submitting their proposal, choreographers are asked to specify the number and areas of expertise of the contributors required for the production, although it is not necessary to provide all names definitively at that stage. Upon request, the Alternative Stage may assist in identifying external collaborators through the GNO’s network and pool of associated artists.
	Procedure for selecting dancers (optional):
Choreographers may cast their team with dancers of their choice. The Alternative Stage also offers the option of organising auditions for those who wish to select the performers for their production in this way.

Parallel activities

	Choreographers whose proposals are selected will actively contribute to shaping the festival community through exchange activities and audience engagement:
		
	— Discussion (Q&A Session):: Open discussion with the public immediately after the première of the performance.

	— Educational activities: A masterclass will be organised in which the choreographers will present elements of their movement method or artistic practice to interested dancers.  


Procedure for submitting a proposal 

Interested choreographers are invited to submit their application file electronically, which must include:

Their application form duly filled out and signed 
Their artistic proposal 
A detailed presentation of the proposal, up to two (2) pages or 800 words, describing the choreographer’s artistic vision. The proposal should preferably cover the following areas, without being strictly or exclusively limited to them:
	— an indication of the size of the team, the number of dancers, and the key artistic contributors considered necessary for the implementation of the proposal
	— a description of the central idea or concept, the theme, and the artistic objective of the performance
	— reference to the methodology, choreographic tools, and movement directions to be explored during the creative process
	— reference to the sound approach, such as original composition, live performance or sound design, and to the visual approach, such as sets, costumes, lighting or projections. 
Moodboard 
Optionally, applicants may include a file setting out the artistic, aesthetic and theoretical influences underpinning the proposal.
Curriculum Vitae (CV)
Active links 
	The call is open to artists regardless of their previous professional choreographic experience. The evaluation will focus on the idea and the potential of the artistic proposal. Applicants are asked to include active links, such as YouTube, Vimeo or similar, depending on the category to which they belong: 
	
		— Creators with previous choreographic experience: 
	Links from selected older performances (1 to 4 links) or a short showreel of excerpts lasting up to 5 minutes. Candidates are not required to submit their full body of work, but only a representative sample of their work. The use of fixed-camera video footage is recommended. 

		— Creators with no prior choreographic experience: 
	An active video link, with a total duration of up to 5 minutes, which should preferably include:
	a) Introductory presentation (up to 2 minutes): A brief introduction to the artist: who they are, the central theme of the proposal, and the motivation behind it.
	b) Movement sample (up to 3 minutes): Material from a rehearsal or studio research process, featuring the artist themselves or other performers, showing the movement direction of the work. 
	
	Professional video recording is not required. Filming with a mobile phone is fully acceptable, provided that it is horizontal, stable, and allows the movement to be clearly seen. Please make sure that all links are active and freely accessible. If passwords are required, they must be included in the application

	All candidate materials must be organised in a single drive link, which must remain open and accessible without restrictions until the selection process has been completed. This link must be included both in the application form and in the body of the email sent by candidates to the GNO.


Sending of the application - Announcement of results

	Interested applicants are invited to send all required materials to the email address protocol@nationalopera.gr, with the subject line “Alternative Stage Dance Festival”, by 13:00 hours on Thursday, 18 June 2026.

	After reviewing the application files, the Evaluation Committee will draw up a shortlist of candidates, who will be invited to an interview. As part of this process, they will have the opportunity to present and further discuss their proposal with the production team of the GNO Alternative Stage, so that the artistic and technical aspects of the proposed production can be assessed.

	Shortlisted candidates must be available for interview between 1 and 15 October 2026. Interviews will be held in person at the GNO premises. Candidates who do not live in Athens will be able to participate via videoconference.
	
	Candidates will be informed of the progress of their application by email. The final choice of choreographers will be announced in November 2026.


Terms and conditions 
Candidates must be aged over 18 at the time of their application. There is no maximum age limit. However, priority will be given to creators who are in the early stages of their career. 
The artistic proposal must be an original artistic creation by the choreographer which has not previously been presented to the public.
Submission of an application does not automatically entail inclusion in the artistic programme of the Alternative Stage. 
The content of the application and the accompanying material submitted by applicants are protected by the personal data protection legislation in force in Greece, and the data will be processed in accordance with the Privacy Notice set out below. 
Note that applications submitted after the deadline and/or not meeting the above specifications will not be accepted. 
If a submitted proposal is selected, the choreographer will be asked to enter into the necessary agreement with the GNO. In that case, they must provide all necessary supporting documents and invoices proving their activity in the relevant artistic field.  
Submission of an application constitutes acceptance of the above terms.


Artistic Curator for the Initiative										Nancy Nerantzi 											Clarifications / Information: dance.alternative@nationalopera.gr



The G.N.O's Artistic Director
Georgios Koumendakis

Privacy Notice
	We inform you that, for the Greek National Opera’s “Alternative Stage Dance Festival” initiative, the GNO will process the personal data concerning you that are referred to in the relevant open call.
	These data will be used exclusively for the evaluation of candidates and to inform them of the outcome. The above personal data will not be disclosed to any third party without your prior consent for such disclosure. The Greek National Opera operates as the Data Controller. The above personal data will be processed for the purposes of pre-contractual stage prior to entering into an agreement, and the data is processed at your request as a candidate.
	Your CV may be accompanied by audiovisual material, such as photographs, videos or audio material, for the purpose of better assessing your work. This material may be sent to the GNO through third-party providers, such as cloud services. The GNO is not responsible for how those providers process your data. Before using their services, please carefully read the privacy and personal data protection policies of those companies.
	We inform you that we will retain the above personal data throughout your participation in the candidate evaluation process. If you are accepted, we will then retain the above personal data throughout your collaboration with the GNO to enable proper performance of the agreement that will be entered into with you, and after your participation has ended for archiving purposes.
	If you are not accepted, we will retain the above personal data for up to two years, so that we may contact you to fill a similar position at the GNO, should such an opportunity arise. If you would like us to delete your data earlier, please contact us using the contact methods outlined below.
	Moreover, the name-surname of all persons selected will be posted on the Greek National Opera's website and in promotional materials for the GNO for the purpose of promoting the GNO's artistic work.
	You are entitled to request a copy of the data which the GNO has concerning you, to ask us to delete it, limit its processing, stop the processing of it,  correct it if there are inaccuracies in it, or transfer it to another organisation, if that is technically feasible.
	The Greek National Opera respects the rights you have to your personal data and makes it easy for you to exercise them. You can send any request, question or complaint about your personal data to the Greek National Opera's Data Protection Officer (DPO) by email to the email address dpo@nationalopera.gr or by mail to the Greek National Opera, Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Centre, 364 Andrea Syngrou Ave., Kallithea, Attica, Attn: DPO. In all events, you are entitled to submit a complaint to the Hellenic Data Protection Authority (www.dpa.gr) if you feel that the protection of your personal data has been violated in any manner.
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