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Dear friends,

Our 2022/23 Season Programme –the sixth of my tenure– distils and encapsulates all the objectives I set out when appointed Artistic Director of the Greek National Opera in early 2017.

Longstanding plans to expand the Greek National Opera’s repertoire have now been realised to form a core strand of our recent programming that has borne exceptional fruit and resonated deeply with audiences. This year, three opera masterpieces not seen in decades will take their place once more within the GNO repertoire: Verdi’s Falstaff, Bluebeard’s Castle by Bartók, and Cherubini’s Médée, alongside a work never-before presented by our opera house – Offenbach’s Le Voyage dans la Lune.

This season’s international co-productions are the result of efforts invested over a number of years to substantially enhance the profile and calibre of the GNO. With its 2022/23 Season, the Greek National Opera is emerging as a dynamic and enterprising member of an international network of opera houses that includes the Metropolitan Opera in New York City, the Canadian Opera Company, the Lyric Opera of Chicago, the Opéra Comique in Paris, La Monnaie in Brussels, the Göteborg Opera, and the Royal Danish Opera.
Incisive takes on masterpieces of the opera canon –that is, their contemporary reappraisal– bring the genre into the public discourse by posing questions and seeking out answers. This year, more than any other, directors on the vanguard of opera worldwide will be putting their own stamp on major operatic works: Krzysztof Warlikowski peers at Offenbach’s Les Contes d’Hoffman through the prism of the seventh art; David McVicar presents a monumental take on Cherubini’s Médée – one for the ages; Oliver Py tackles Puccini’s Madama Butterfly for the first time, pitting himself against the Odeon of Herodes Atticus stage; Stephen Langridge transfers Verdi’s Falstaff to 1930s England, deconstructing the class system of the time in the process; John Fulljames sets Mozart’s Don Giovanni within the microcosmal confines of a hotel inside a sprawling metropolis; and Laurent Pelly leaves long-suffering Earth far behind to take a trip to the Moon in Offenbach’s opéra-féérie Le Voyage dans la Lune.

This year will also see us pay tribute to Spyros Evangelatos –the great Greek director who played such a vital role in the GNO’s history– through the presentation of the last opera staged by his hand: Massenet’s Werther.

In the wake of some 90 works commissioned in recent years from Greek composers for our two stages, and for our online festivals, this year sees yet another original production staged inside the Stavros Niarchos Hall: Andrei, an ambitious new work by Dimitra Trypani, with a libretto by Pantelis Boukalas, about the singular filmmaker that was Andrei Tarkovsky.

As in previous seasons, the GNO is celebrating Greek lead soloists once more, providing them with major opportunities to develop and spotlight their talents and merit. Alongside them, we are also featuring select, top-flight international artists to help give our output even greater prominence on the world stage. In a rare delight for Greek audiences, this year’s season programme features two stand-out opera singers debuting iconic roles on the GNO stage: leading mezzo-soprano Anita Rachvelishvili will play Werther’s Charlotte for the first time in her career, while the internationally acclaimed soprano Anna Pirozzi will be tackling the title role in Cherubini’s Médée for the first time too.

Our new season productions are to be conducted by both emerging and globally renowned Greek maestros, and by such celebrated international conductors as Paolo Carignani (in his first collaboration with the GNO), Pier Giorgio Morandi, and Jacques Lacombe, among others.

Our Ballet will be presenting a new production of the classic Don Quixote, a revival of the outstanding 3 ROOMS dance triptych, and an ambitious new production to be announced shortly.

And our ongoing Mikis Theodorakis tribute cycle will be bringing major symphonic works and other pieces by this great Greek composer to the GNO.

We invite you to explore our new programme, and look forward to sharing this ambitious, meaningful, and creative risk-taking season –featuring opera, dance, new works, concerts, and much more– with you all.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Greece’s Minister of Culture and Sports, Lina Mendoni, for the unequivocal support she has shown our work, and her Ministry staff for our ever-excellent working relationship.

Without the extraordinary support provided by a grant from the Stavros Niarchos Foundation (SNF), and the personal care and attention invested by its Co-President, Andreas Dracopoulos, the GNO would never have been in the position to present such a programme, to enter into such co-production partnerships, and to be acknowledged as an opera house that sits at the very heart of Europe rather than on its margins.

Warm thanks also go to our sponsors for their crucial support, and for placing such trust in our choices.

Last but not least, I’d like to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Chair and members of the Board, to my associates, and to the artistic, administrative, technical, and other personnel of the GNO for their tireless and steadfast efforts to make us –one and all– ever better by the day.

Giorgos Koumendakis

GNO Artistic Director
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